Bullous eruptions caused by extravasation of mannitol--a case report.
Extravasation is one of the common complications seen with intravenous infusion. We bring forward a case of subcutaneous mannitol extravasation, which caused swelling and multiple cutaneous bullous eruptions in the hand and forearm during craniotomy. Treatment consisting of elevation of the affected extremity and application of silver sulfadiazine ointment twice daily to the injured area was successful. The possible mechanisms relevant to extravasation and its tissue damage are reviewed and discussed. Selecting proper intravenous infusion site, using pliable catheters and frequent inspection are important steps for prevention of extravasation.